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Description

Identity issues are one of the key elements of our modern society, bringing benefits and
conflicts inside the nation states (member states) and also at EU level. The question off
identy is raising issues of security, social measurments and multiculturalism in our|
globalised world.

[This course aims to analyse the process of the European Construction and the
construction of a ,European Identity”.

[The course is designed to orient students to the challenges and opportunities involved in
understanding and communicating with people of different cultures, both domestically
and internationally. The EU enlargement towards Eastern Europe has generated a number
of issues related to the process of European Construction. This process led to the redesign
of the external borders of the EU. The European borders, internal and external, reflect
the realities of the European identity and image. This image its present at local, regional
or general (political, cultural but also socio-political and ethno-religious) level.

A main conclusion that emerges from an investigation of the concepts of “European
Identity” and the EU borders is that the European Union has domestic and external
borders that can be both rigid and flexible depending on the realities and challenges of
the moment, on the tensions or openness in the socio-economic and/or the political-legal
fields, but also on the complex internal reality of the Member States. Creating border
security is one of the defining characteristics of the community space requirements. On
the other hand, the European Construction is a complex process that requires extra
attention to be paid to minorities, especially when migration is brought to the discussions
table.

The academic aims: The birth of European Identity during the process of the European
Construction represents a cross-disciplinary issue that undertakes familiriasing the
students with the way in which the increase-decrease in the ethno-confessional
composition, the structure nationality groups of the contemporary European population,
migrations (mostly illegal immigration) influence in the XX-XXI century the inter-ethnical
relations within member states and also the international relations, social and public
policies. The course allows forming knowledge, skills and abilities required for the
development of the current European society, with future correlations between the
relations between majority and minority, decesion making at EU level, sustainable
enlargement policies and cooperation between member states.

The learning objectives are: to teach how differences in national cultures from
member states affect the building of the European Identity and the integration of
minorities.

It supports the understanding of diverse integration theories, typologies, the European
policies concerning the European Construction and the enlargement process. It supports
the understanding how to report effectively on different cultures; understand the patterns
of worldwide news and information flow; understand how to practice professional
communication with different cultures.

Methodology of teaching content:
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During the lectures we are planning to gather traditional lecturing with interactive
approaches, involving the students in debates concerning the process of European
Construction, different integration theories and the question of identity.

Along the course we will also use fast-track lecturing, exposes, case studies,
brainstorming, analysis of documents, simulation and team work.

The duration of the course is a total of 29 hours (lecturer, seminars and student
evaluation) in each of the three years.

The student evaluation will be a cumulative one, based on the previously state learning
objectives and the accumulation level of theoretical knowledge, practical competences
and transversal abilities will be followed.

Structure of the course:

Methodologies, concepts and historiography on the European idea

History and evolution of the European Communities

Ten historic steps in the European Construction

Theories of European Integration

The process of European integration after the Second World War (1946 - 1951)

The European Enlargement Process

European Union after Maastricht. The challenges of enlargement to Central and

Eastern Europe

8. EU enlargement towards east and new challenges to security in the European space

9. European Neighborhood Policy

10. European Institutions

11. Cultural diversity and media pluralism in the EU

12. Global security and European identity

13. European Identity and Diversity in a globalised world

14. Identity of ethnic groups — debate on ethnicity and nation

15. Multiculturalism and diversity; globalisation and nationalism;

16. Ethnic and religious minorities and majorities. Stereotypes, prejudices and
discrimination in Europe
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Impact

The expected impact of the course is quantified by enriching the courses and broadening
the target group, with reference to the area of European Construction and cooperation
between the member states. The implementation of the course will automatically
generate the necessary know-how for a better understanding of integration theories and

the problems related to the building of the European identity.




The main quality indicators concerning the impact are the following: number of persons
attending the course; degree of improving the outputs by disseminating the information
on the course; degree of penetration of information on the level of the target group (direct
and indirect beneficiares)




